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Vitruvius is the author of De architectura, known today as The Ten Books on Architecture,22] a treatise written in
Latin on architecture, dedicated to the emperor Augustus. In the preface of Book I, Vitruvius dedicates his writings
so as to give personal knowledge of the quality of buildings to the emperor. Likely Vitruvius is referring to Marcus
Agrippa’s campaign of public repairs and improvements. This work is the only surviving major book on architecture
from classical antiquity. According to Petri Liukkonen, this text “influenced deeply from the Early Renaissance
onwards artists, thinkers, and architects, among them Leon Battista Alberti (1404-1472), Leonardo da Vinci (1452—
1519), and Michelangelo (1475-1564)."*4] The next major book on architecture, Alberti's reformulation of Ten
Books, was not written until 1452.

Vitruvius is famous for asserting in his book De architectura that a structure must exhibit the three qualities of
firmitatis, utilitatis, venustatis — that is, stability, utility, beauty. These are sometimes termed the Vitruvian
virtues or the Vitruvian Triad. According to Vitruvius, architecture is an imitation of nature. As birds and bees
built their nests, so humans constructed housing from natural materials, that gave them shelter against the
elements. When perfecting this art of building, the Greeks invented the architectural orders: Doric, lonic and
Corinthian. It gave them a sense of proportion, culminating in understanding the proportions of the greatest
work of art: the human body. This led Vitruvius in defining his Vitruvian Man, as drawn later by Leonardo da
Vinci: the human body inscribed in the circle and the square (the fundamental geometric patterns of the
cosmic order). In this book series, Vitruvius, also wrote about climate in relation to housing architecture and
how to choose locations for cities.

The Project Gutenberg eBook of Ten Books on Architecture, by Vitruvius.
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CHAPTER 1
THE EDUCATION OF THE ARCHITECT

1. The architect should be equipped with knowledge of many
branches of study and varied kinds of learning, for it is by his
judgement that all work done by the other arts is put to test. This
knowledge is the child of practice and theory. Practice is the
continuous and regular exercise of employment where manual work
is done with any necessary material according to the design of a
drawing. Theory, on the other hand, is the ability to demonstrate
and explain the productions of dexterity on the principles of
proportion.

2. It follows, therefore, that architects who have aimed at acquiring
manual skill without scholarship have never been able to reach a
position of authority to correspond to their pains, while those who
relied only upon theories and scholarship were obviously hunting
the shadow, not the substance. But those who have a thorough
knowledge of both, like men armed at all points, have the sooner
attained their object and carried authority with them.
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CHAPTER III
THE DEPARTMENTS OF ARCHITECTURE

1. There are three departments of architecture: the art of building, the making of
timepieces, and the construction of machinery. Building is, in its turn, divided
into two parts, of which the first is the construction of fortified towns and of
works for general use in public places, and the second is the putting up of
structures for private individuals. There are three classes of public buildings: the
first for defensive, the second for religious, and the third for utilitarian purposes.
Under defence comes the planning of walls, towers, and gates, permanent devices
for resistance against hostile attacks; under religion, the erection of fanes and
temples to the immortal gods; under utility, the provision of meeting places for
public use, such as harbours, markets, colonnades, baths, theatres, promenades,
and all other similar arrangements in public places.

2. All these must be built with due reference to durability, convenience, and
beauty. Durability will be assured when foundations are carried down to the
solid ground and materials wisely and liberally selected; convenience, when the
arrangement of the apartments is faultless and presents no hindrance to use, and
when each class of building is assigned to its suitable and appropriate exposure;
and beauty, when the appearance of the work is pleasing and in good taste, and
when its members are in due proportion according to correct principles of
symmetry.
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THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF ARCHITECTURE

Architecture depends on
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