Hyperloop: The revolutionary technology
that could change transport forever
We live in an age of unbelievable technological progress. To a visitor
from the distant past, this would surely seem like a utopian age. Yet in
many areas of life, things don’t seem to have changed that much, and
transportation is a woeful example of this. The roads are still lined with
cars, the skies streaked with airliners. 20th century science fiction
foresaw flying cars and teleporters; the 21st century settled for
“Segways”. Dreams never die, however, and the fantasy of futuristic
transportation is very much alive right now as exemplified by a concept
called Hyperloop. While is not as mind-shattering as a teleporter or as
fun as a personal jetpack. The Hyperloop could revolutionize mass
transit, shortening travel times on land and reducing environmental
damage in the process.
An educated guess from one of the first civil engineer involved in the
design of a real-world Hyperloop infrastructure tries to give some
direction between hype and pragmatic design.
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March of the Intellect, 1829 – United Kingdom
This imaginative print by William Heath satirizes the social effects of
steam power. Both technological innovation and modern architecture are
ridiculed. Steam power is blamed for the breakdown of distinctions between
the social classes.
Interestingly, this print manages to predict commercial air travel,
cleaning machines, wingsuits, express bus services, and personal
automobiles.
…And a vacuum powered tunnel from England to India might happen too…
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